Limbless: a new genetic mutant in the chick.
A mutation in the chicken resulting in total amelia is described. Genetic analysis indicates that the limbless condition is due to an autosomal recessive gene. In the limbless embryos the apical ectodermal ridge is lacking. However both the pectoral and pelvic girdles as well as the respiratory and excretory systems are normal. In the affected embryos usually the upper beak is shorter than the lower beak.